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District Names Top Students

Valedictorian
The Southern York County 
School District named Emma 
Gruner Valedictorian of the 
Class of 2016.  She is the 
daughter of Matt and Anne 
Gruner of Glen Rock. Her  
grade point average of 4.904 
earned her the honor of being 
the highest ranked student in 
the class.

During high school, Gruner 
tutored for the Susky Writing 
Center, wrote for the literary 
magazine, and performed viola 
in Orchestra, Pit Orchestra, 
and Select Ensemble. In addi-
tion, she performed with the 
York Youth Symphony Orches-
tra in grades 9 and 10 and 
the York College Orchestra in 
grades 11 and 12. 

While at Susquehannock, Gruner 
earned National Merit Scholar 
status, was a member of the 
National Honor Society, having 
earned Distinguished Honor Roll 
every marking period. She also 
received the English, Math, and 
Science Department awards, and 
also earned Honorable Men-

See “Top Students,” page 4 

Salutatorian
Brooke Weber’s grade point 
average of 4.875 earned her 
the honor of being the second 
highest ranked student in the 
class and Salutatorian of the 
Class of 2016. She is the daughter 
of Bryan and Donna Weber of 
Shrewsbury.

As a student, Weber received 
the English and Science Depart-
ment Awards, earned AP 
Scholar with Honors, and was a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, having earned Distin-
guished Honor Roll. 
During high school, she per 
formed in Orchestra, theatre, 
served as Vice President of the 
International Thespian Soci-
ety, and tutored for the Susky 
Writing Center. She also per-
formed with the Lebanon Val-
ley College Honors Orchestra 
all four years.

Outside of school, Weber per-
formed in summer theatre for 
three years.

Weber said she plans to attend 
Muhlenberg College in Allen

SYCSD Celebrates 
Successful Year

By Dr. Sandra Lemmon
This has been another outstanding school 
year for the Southern York County School 
District. We are pleased to share some of 
the many student accomplishments.  
We are proud that U.S. News and World 
Report, in its annual ranking of high 
schools, has ranked Susquehannock High 
School 57th from a total of 952 Pennsyl-
vania public high schools. 
U.S. News used the following criteria to 
determine the ranking:
• How well our schools prepare stu-

dents for college, based on partici-
pation in and performance on AP 
exams

• Our high graduation rate
• How effectively our schools educate 

disadvantaged students
Beginning with kindergarten, our stu-
dents receive the highest quality of 
instruction. They feel loved, safe, have 
pride in their school, and want to be 
in school each day. It takes the entire 
Southern community to create this envi-
ronment. We could not be more proud of 
our students. Your partnership is greatly 
appreciated in helping our students 
achieve success. 
We encourage you to visit the District 
website, www.sycsd.org, and follow our 
accomplishments on Twitter at @sycsd. 
Congratulations and best wishes to the 
Class of 2016.  We wish you much suc-
cess in your future endeavors.
I wish everyone a safe, enjoyable, and 
happy summer.

www.sycsd.org
www.sycsd.org
https://twitter.com/SYCSD


Class of  2016
Elijah Holloway  ........................ President
Michella Salvitti ............... Vice President
Quinlan Kauffman  ...................Secretary
Matthew Barnhart ................... Treasurer
Kristin Johnson .................Class Advisor
Lilac ...................................... Class Flower
Black ........................................Class Color
“Sweet Caroline”......................Class Song

Class Motto:  “You miss 100% of the 
shots you don’t take.”                                                                           

  - Wayne Gretzky

Commencement 
Set for May 26th

Susquehannock High School will hold its 
65th annual commencement on Thurs-
day, May 26th at 7:00 p.m.  Weather per-
mitting, the ceremony will be held on the 
school’s Robert E. Lau Memorial Field.  
Dr. Sandra Lemmon, Superintendent of 
the Southern York County School Dis-
trict, and Robert Schefter, School Board 
President, will award the diplomas.

Michella Salvitti, Senior Class Vice Pres-
ident, will give the welcoming speech. 
Elijah Holloway, Senior Class President, 
will give the closing remarks. Emma 
Gruner, Valedictorian, and Brooke 
Weber, Salutatorian, will both present 
orations. Matthew Barnhart, Senior 
Class Treasurer, and Quinlan Kauffman, 
Senior Class Secretary, will also intro-
duce John Berthold, the year’s Susque-
hannock High School Alumni Associa-
tion’s Distinguished Alumni.

Class Officers for the Class of 2016:  left to right -- Matthew Barnhart, 
Michella Salvitti, Elijah Holloway, and Quinlan Kauffman 

Student Forms
This year, the summer mailing will 
include bus assignments, teacher assign-
ments, and emergency paperwork. 
Students and parents should expect to 
receive this mailing on or around August 
12, 2016.  As in the past, a separate mail-
ing will be done with parent login and 
password information. For efficiency, 
this mailing will also include the Free 
and Reduced Meal information. 

The District encourages parents to take 
a few minutes before school begins to 
complete the required forms and return 
them with their children the first day of 
school. High school and middle school 
student schedules will be mailed by the 
end of July. Other student forms will be 
dispensed on the first day of school to all 
students. 

A printed school calendar will be distrib-
uted the first day of school. The 2016-
17 calendar will also be available on the 
home page (‘Upcoming Events’) of the 
District’s website and includes ongoing 
up-to-date District-wide information. 
Please note that since the printed calen-
dar is static, daily updates are available 
on the website calendar. In addition, 
other student forms will also be available 
on the website prior to the first day of 
school (www.sycsd.org). Look under the 
Quick Links: ‘Student Forms & Informa-
tion.’

Planning a vacation? If you are plan-
ning a vacation and need to know the 
school holidays, visit the District’s web-
site. Look under The District tab, SYCSD 
Printed Calendar, and Calendar at a 
Glance. This calendar lists the starting 
and ending dates for the 2016-17 school 
year as well as holidays and early dis-
missal days. 

board of school directors

Robert Schefter .................................... President
C. Dianne Masimore ..................... Vice President
Bruce Bauman ......................................Treasurer
Dr. Wayne McCullough .........................Secretary 
                                                      (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher .............................................. Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................... Member
Ronald Groncki  ...................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ........................................ Member
James Holley .......................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ......................................... Member
Erin Kalizsak ...................Student Representative

administration

Dr. Sandra Lemmon ....................Superintendent
Dr. Robert Bryson ...............Asst. Superintendent
Dr. Wayne McCullough ............. Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer

board meetings

The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, November, and the 
first Thursday of  December, unless otherwise not-
ed. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building, unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings are also televised live 
via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement

The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year: 
October, January/February, April, and May/June 

through the Marketing and Public Information 
Office of the District.  

website

www.sycsd.org
© 2016; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.
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Class of  2016 Graduates
The following Susquehannock High School seniors have been tentatively recommended for graduation, pending 

satisfactory completion of all requirements for graduation and the recommendation of the High School Principal.

Victoria E. Acton
Ryan F. Addotta
Ifeanyi Akunna
Amber L. Alban
Chidiebere I. Amadi
Giuseppa Amato
Aleyda Angeles
Christopher W. Apgar
Rachel N. Arthur
Dustin A. Babaie
Rachel M. Banchiere
Matthew L. Barnhart
Megan E. Barnish
Jacob Bartholow
Faith Bell
Kayla C. Bennett
Nia D. Bennett
Shannon M. Berg
Nicholas Bertholdt
Julea Black
Jenna D. Bradford
Jeffrey L. Brady Jr
Ethan Brainard
Evan Brown
Zachary Brown
Martin Brunner
Peter P. Bruno
Camryn T. Burk
Grace Burns
Ashlee P. Byers
Savanna S. Caldwell
Morgan Cappuccio
Jacob Castanera
Lauren Castriota
James Cathell Jr
Nicholas J. Chamberlin
Robyn A. Chandler
Joseph Charnigo
Tess R. Clancy
Kevin Clapp
Alexander M. Clarke
Thomas M. Clasing
Peter A. Coombes
Daniel A. Corio
Hannah R. Costella
Ashley Cox
Alexis Czaplinski
Hoa Dao
Joseph E. Delozier III
Julia A. De Luca
Ryan J. Denis
Anthony Devincent
Chandler Dieter
Brigit A. Duffy
Bailey A. Durasoff
William K. Earls
Kurtis T. Eckenrode
Jacob Eicholtz

Madison Ellis
Tanner F. Everett
Dorian J. Faster
Max E. Felts
Abigail R. Ferraro
Brianna A. Fitzgerald
Austin Flamini
Hayden M. Fox
Kelly Franz
Brady W. Gallegos
David Gallegos
Gordon W. Garrett
Jayson W. Gayle
Delanie Genna
Aaron Gervasio
Isabella S. Gilbert
Faith E. Gladfelter
Ryan J. Gloeckner
Rodger M. Godfrey Jr
Shawn P. Gootee
William Gourley
Ravin Gray
Megan E. Green
Justin T. Grimes
Brayton A. Grimm
Emma Gruner
Maureen E. Hain
Robin Harris
Jordan Helsel
Adriannah C. Heltzel
Sara Hendrix
Jamie M. Herbert
Elijah G. Holloway
Eleanor A. Holloway
Connor J. Hood
Zachary Hopwood
Emily N. Houska
Robert G. Jackson
Khalil Jackson
Maggie Kaliszak
Vaishnavi Kandala
Quinlan S. Kauffman
Ryan Kennedy
Allyson J. Kerr
Megan E. Keuler
Brandon M. Kile
Alexandra King
Aidan J. Kirkendall
Jayden D. Kise-Chester
Emilee M. Krewson
Emily Landis
Kristi Langhans
Samantha Laser
Regan E. Lawlor
Mallory K. Lebo
Rachel A. Lintz
Grant Lippy
Ryan L. Lochran

Alysia L. Lonas
Megan L. Longerbeam
Andrew Lutz
Abbigail C. Mahan
Alexandra H. Manker
Nicholas B. Mannone
Elizabeth M. Martin
Jadzia M. Martin
Michael Martin
Julianne R. Martinez
Karly A. Matthews
Dervon Mayberry, Jr
Jaaziah Mayers
James Mc Clenahan
Kyle J. Mc Cullough
Joseph M. Mc Donnell
Reed J. Mc Garvey
Madison K. Mc Gowan
Ellison McKee
Ian McKinney
Casandra D. Mc Kinsey
Shane P. McQuaid
Shelby Meier
Danielle E. Mentlik
Rachel Miller
Raven T. Miller
Logan W. Mohar
Shannon C. Moran
Marie L. Morgan
Alexis C. Morin
Brandon Morris
Claire Morrison
William T. Mosko
Myles A. Moultrie
Madison N. Mummert
Richard L. Myers Jr
Angela Novacek
Michael V. Passio
Daniel T. Pergrin
Itzel Pimentel
Gibson H. Porter IV
Nicolas J. Prego
Jacqueline Provost
Rachel J. Pugaczewski
Kathleen Quinn
Caitlyn C. Rassa
Taylor Reed
Spencer S. Reed
Christopher T. Rhyne
Courtney Rodgers
Jacob D. Rohrbaugh
Stephen C. Rouse
Michella Salvitti
Nicalas L. Samuel
Chase Sapp
Laura Savin
Patrick C. Scharff
Morgan Schmidt

Matthew K. Schoedel
Doraleen G. Schroeder
Rebecca Sharkey
Nathan L. Shelley
Jacob Shelton
Gillian Sipe
Jake H. Smith
Katelyn M. Smith
Hunter W. Snead
Justin Snider
Alice R. Snyder
Joseph A. Speir
Jesse Spicer
David E. Sprouse
Jacob Stambaugh
Madison E. Staub
Christopher A. Stevens
Hannah D. Stewart
Daniel A. Stiffler
Ashley A. Stone
Josh Stoneberg
Jordan Stoner
William Strange
Karah A. Sweitzer
Alec T. Tabak
Nicholas J. Tannura
Ethan L. Tauber
Kane M. Thomas
Lucas X. Thomas
Nathaniel E. Trego
Hailee Vaught
Elizabeth W. Vesper
Hailey Villa
Nicholas W. Voltaggio
Warren H. Watson
Brittany Watts
Tara S. Weaver
Michael P. Weaver Jr
Kyle Weaver
Brooke Weber
Brianna A. Webster
Matthew B. Wentz
Joshua W. Wheeler
Amy E. Whitesell
Rachel Wilkes
Laura M. Willem
Nicholas B. Williams
Catherine E. Wilson
Lance A. Woody
Alexander S. Wright
Austin Wright
Troy J. Wrzesinski
John Yancheski
Lilyann Yoakum
Michael G. Younkin
Kristen Zak
Steven Zappardino
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tion for her work in the Scho-
lastic Arts and Writing Contest 
in grades 9 and 10.

Outside of school, Gruner served 
as a Sunday School assistant and 
was involved with the Creative 
Arts Ministry at her church.

She said one of her most reward-
ing experiences during high school 
was performing with Pit Orches-
tra. “It was so fascinating to see 
all of the parts of a show come 
together,” she said.  “I also really 
appreciated taking classes from 

so many very good, but differ-
ent teachers.”

After graduation, Gruner will 
major in chemistry at Gettys-
burg College. She  advises the 
Class of 2017 to persevere. 

“Don’t give up, She said. “It 
may be tempting to abandon 
or lose sight of your work ethic 
at times. Knowing that you put 
forth your best effort to the 
very end is so worth it.”

“Top Students,” continued from page 1

Emma Gruner - Valedictorian

town, where she will major in 
English. 

Weber said her most rewarding 
experience at Susquehannock 
High School was “being part of 
the most amazing music pro-
gram. Being with the people I 
have met in orchestra and the-
atre over the past four years has 
been the greatest privilege.”

“From these experiences, I 
learned how to be a leader and 
a better person, which is all 
I could ever want from high 

school,” she said.

In addition, Weber advises next 
year’s seniors to appreciate their 
time at Susquehannock. 

“You are given the greatest gift, an 
education,” she said. “Be respect-
ful and kind to the people 
around you and look up once 
in a while to take a mental pic-
ture. Some day you might just 
miss it, so try and live in the 
now.”

 

Brooke Weber - Salutatorian

John Berthold, recipient of this year’s 
Susquehannock High School Alumni As-
sociation’s Distinguished Alumni Award, 
will address the Class of 2016 during com-
mencement services on May 26, 2016.

As the recipient, Berthold joins a distin-
guished group of Susquehannock gradu-
ates and will also be recognized at com-
mencement. He was nominated for this 
honor by fellow alumni and selected by 
the Alumni Council. He will also be hon-
ored with a plaque in the Susquehannock 
High School’s Richard R. Hupper Audito-
rium lobby.

Berthold, a 1963 graduate of SHS, is rec-
ognized in the York community for his 
professionalism, leadership, and distin-
guished character. 

While at Susquehannock, he was a  mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, Calu-
met Staff, Concert Band, Marching  Band, 
Dance Band, Orchestra, District and Re-
gional Band on trombone, and District 
Orchestra on string bass. He was also a 
Class Officer and the graduating class 
valedictorian.

At age 13, Berthold earned an amateur  
radio license, and four years later while a  
senior, he built and installed a radio link  
between Susquehannock High School and 
Friendship Elementary school. The pur-
pose was to provide communications in 
the event  that telephone service was lost 
during an  emergency.

Following his SHS graduation, Berthold 

attended Gettysburg College as a physics 
major. After seeing his first laser, he was 
intrigued with the possibilities and said 
he wanted to be among those who deter-
mined how it could be used. “It was an in-
vention without an application,” he said. 

Following his graduation in 1967, he suc-
cessfully devoted his professional career 
to that end. Now (semi) retired, he has au-
thored or co-authored more than 75 jour-
nal and conference publications on the 
subject and is listed as an inventor or co-
inventor on 51 U.S. patents. To his credit 
are 47 years in optics research, including 
extensive work in thin film coatings and 
fiber optic sensors. He is recognized inter-
nationally as a pioneer and expert in the 
field.

His first job out of college was at Bell Lab-
oratories, where he helped develop a tun-
able laser, an important step in making 
the infant technology practical. Realizing 
that he needed additional training in op-
tics, he left Bell for a post as a graduate as-
sistant at the University of Arizona, where 
he earned a master’s degree in 1974 and a 
doctorate in 1976.

He then returned to the area, accepting a 
position with the National Security Agen-
cy, dividing time between its research 
facilities at the University of Maryland 
and Fort Meade. From there he went to 
Babcock and Wilcox – a manufacturer of 
electric power generation equipment,  
where he spent much of his time devel-

oping laser optic applications for nuclear 
and fossil-fired power plants. He was also 
the lead investigator on several U.S. gov-
ernment contracts including NASA, the 
Department of Defense, and the Depart-
ment of Energy.

After his “official” retirement in 2001, he 
became involved in a start-up firm, David-
son Instruments, where he still serves as 
Chief Technology Officer and is a member 
of its board of directors.

Looking back on his time at SHS, he says, 
“Practically all my memories center on fel-
low students, what we did together, how 
we helped each other, and the lifelong 
friendships that resulted from these in-
teractions.”

John Berthold to Speak at Commencement Ceremony 
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The following 12 Susquehannock High School student-athletes were selected for the Dis-
trict III E. Jerry Brooks Academic All Star Award. To qualify for this award, students must 
have a minimum weighted 3.8 grade point average at the end of the first semester, pos-
sess good citizenship and sportsmanship, compete in a minimum of two different sports 
during their senior year, and earn at least three varsity letters.  

Jenna Bradford .................................................................. Cross Country/Track and Field
Brigit Duffy ........................................................................ Cross Country/Track and Field
William Earls ..........................................Cross Country/Boys’ Volleyball/Track and Field
Brianna Fitzgerald .................................................................Girls’ Soccer/Track and Field
Kelly Franz ..............................................................Girls’ Volleyball/Boys’ Volleyball Mgr.
Brady Gallegos ..........................................................................Boys’ Socer/Boys’ Lacrosse
Ryan Gloeckner ....................................................................... Swimming/Track and Field
Eli Holloway ............................... Girls’ Volleyball Mgr./Boys’ Basketball/Boys’ Volleyball
Quinlan Kauffman .................... Girls’ Volleyball Mgr./Boys’ Basketball/Boys’ Volleyball
Kristi Langhans ................................................................................ Field Hockey/Softball
Stephen Rouse .................................Boys’ Soccer/Boys’ Basketball Mgr./Boys’ Volleyball
Daniel Stifler .......................................................................................Golf/Track and Field

SRPD Announcement
The Southern Regional Police Depart-
ment would like to extend the graduat-
ing Class of 2016 best wishes. We would 
like to remind the students that we have 
a zero tolerance to any under-age drink-
ing. Be sure to make smart decisions 
to assure a safe and enjoyable summer 
vacation.   

Athletic Ticket 
Prices

Ticket prices for the 2016-17 
Susquehannock High School

 Athletic Events:

Varsity Events
Adults .................................................... $4
Students ................................................ $2
Senior Citizens (62+) ........................... $1

Junior High Events
Adults .................................................... $2
Students ................................................ $1
Senior Citizens (62+) ........................... $1

Individual Season Passes are
available as listed below:
All Home Fall Athletic Events

Adults ................................................$135
Students ..............................................$68
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$48

All Home Winter Athletic Events

Adults ................................................$125
Students ..............................................$60
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$43

All Home Spring Athletic Events

Adults ..................................................$88
Students ..............................................$44
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$32

All Home Season Pass

Adults ................................................$279
Students ............................................$140
Senior Citizens (62+) .........................$92

Season passes are on sale at the Susque-
hannock High School Athletic Office.  
For more information, contact the high 
school at 235-4811, extension 4237.

District Honors All Star Athletes

SHS Places First in Driving Competition, 
Connor Hood Advances to States

A team of student drivers from Susquehannock High School earned first place in a safe 
driving competition. The team, comprised of seniors Connor Hood and Elijah Holloway, 
and junior Hailey Miller competed against teams from 18 other schools in York and Adams 
Counties during the 25th Annual York/Adams Safe Driving Competition for Youth at South 
Western High School. This is the second time in three years Susquehannock High School 
has won the competition.

Hood placed third overall and qualified for the state competition, which was held May 12, 
2016 in Harrisburg.  Holloway placed fourth overall and was a state qualifying alternate. 
Both students also tied for first place in the written portion of the competition.

“Although Miller did not place in the individual events, her high scores enabled the team 
to place first in the team competition,” Susquehannock High School Teacher Doug Truscott 
said.

During the state competition, Hood 
placed 28th, teacher Doug Trus-
cott said. 

Sponsored by the Center for Traffic 
Safety and the York Area Highway 
Safety Council, the event featured 
teenage drivers, who represented 
their high schools and competed in 
three categories of driving: 
Driving Skills Range, a Perceptual 
Driving Test, and a written test on 
the Pennsylvania Driver’s Manual. 

Three students from each high school 
competed in each category for in-
dividual and team scores. During 
the event, police officers from local 
police departments served as course 
officials. 

Local businesses also provided schol-
arships to the competition winners. Featured, left to right, are Doug Truscott, Hailey Miller, 

Connor Hood, and Elijah Holloway.
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District Publications Win Awards in State-Wide Contest 
The Southern York County School District earned two awards in a state-wide annual publications contest. Susquehannock High 
School’s student-run digital newspaper, The Courier, as well as the Alumni newsletter, The Alumni Pride, were recognized by the Penn-
sylvania School Public Relations Association (PennSPRA) and have received Awards of Honor for Electronic Newsletter/Communica-
tions.

The annual contest recognizes winners in 12 different categories, from printed newsletters, annual reports, and calendars to videos, 
advertising, communication plans, and electronic communication pieces. Both newsletters were judged in various areas, including 
layout and design, writing, appearance, and how well the messages were targeted to the specific audiences.

In their critiques, the judges found that The Courier has an overall strong layout, well written articles, and great content. In addition, 
The Alumni Pride has a creative layout along with well written and informative articles.

“Congratulations to Sara Cieslewicz, Susquehannock High School Journalism Teacher, the students of the Courier Staff, and to Mark 
Rill, Coordinator of Marketing & Public Information, for their outstanding efforts with these two initiatives,” said Superintendent 
Sandra Lemmon.

The Susquehannock High School Courier, left, and the Alumni Pride newsletter, right, were recognized by the Pennsylvania School Public Relations Association 
(PennSPRA) as Awards of Honor for the category of Electronic Newsletter/Communications.

   Summer Sports Physicals 
Summer physicals for fall sports will take place on Monday, June 
13 and Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at the Susquehannock High 
School main gymnasium, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. The exact time is 
based on students’ last names. The cost is $15.00 per person. 

Each student-athlete needs to complete a PIAA Pre-Participation 
Physical Evaluation physical form, which may be downloaded 
from the School District’s website in the Athletics section, under 
Physical Information. Further information may found in the Ath-
letics section of the website.   

Senior Photos: Class of 2017
Lifetouch Photography has scheduled three days for senior pho-
tos. Pictures will be taken on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
July 18, 19, and 20, 2016, in the Susquehannock High School  
Richard R. Hupper Auditorium from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Stu-
dents will receive information about their scheduled time on a 
postcard in the mail. A make-up day is also scheduled for Tuesday 
and Wednesday, August 30 and 31, 2016 in the high school audi-
torium. If these days are not convenient, students should call the 
studio in York at 845-1578 immediately to schedule a photo ses-
sion at a more suitable time.

Remember that students who want their photos to be included in 
the senior section of the yearbook are required to have their pho-
tos taken by Lifetouch, and they must be taken by the first week-
end in October to meet the publishing deadline. Men must wear a 
dress shirt and tie. Women must have their shoulders covered with 
a nice dress, blouse, or sweater unless they opt for the traditional 
drape. If an appropriate pose is not selected for the yearbook, one 
will be chosen by the advisor. 

Please email Ms. Jessica Beste at jessica.beste@sycsd.org if there 
are questions or for more information.

District Summer Hours
As a cost/energy saving measure, the District will again be imple-
menting a four-day work week for the summer. From June 6 
through July 29, 2016, all Southern York County District offices 
will be open Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. As of 
August 1, 2016, all offices will be open, Monday through Friday, 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. until the start of the 2016-17 school year. 
When school is in session, office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Students Display Talents to Community with Annual Fair
Susquehannock High School was transformed into an art gallery recently as elementary, 
middle, and high school students displayed their artistic creations when the District pre-
sented its 10th annual Southern York County School District Arts and Technology Fair.

Students exhibited and some sold an assortment of their work, which ranged from paint-
ings, photographs, drawings, furniture, metal sculptures, clothing, and video projects. 
The exhibits were displayed throughout Susquehannock High School’s main gymnasium, 
the lobby, and surrounding Guidance hallway.

Susquehannock High School art teachers Wes Myers and Wade Bowers organized the free 
event, which they said continues to grow each year. This year’s event hosted many senior 
displays in the center of the gymnasium.

“We couldn’t be more proud of the efforts from all three elementary schools, middle 
school, and high school,” Myers said.

In addition, Zachary Smith, a local artist and 2014 graduate of Susquehannock High 
School, featured his work during the fair.

Susquehannock High School seniors Rachel Miller and Tess Clancy were among the many seniors who displayed their art and photog-
raphy pieces. 

Miller featured her paintings, drawings, and other designs, including an acrylic mural, which she collaborated on with two other stu-
dents. Inspired by her mother, who is an art teacher, Miller said she plans to minor in art next year at St. Bonaventure University in 
New York. “Art is so important to me here at Susquehannock, I can’t imagine not continuing with it in college,” Miller said.

Clancy, an avid photographer, displayed a variety of photos at the fair. Having taken several photography classes during high school, 
she featured photos containing special 
effects with lighting and macro lenses. After 
high school, Clancy said that she plans to 
major in biochemistry at the University 
of Sidney in Australia before entering the 
medical field.

“I want to travel and work internationally 
for the Doctors without Borders organiza-
tion,” she said. “I plan to continue with pho-
tography as I go to school and travel.”

SYCSD would like to thank those organiza-
tions for their snack donations, including
UTZ Quality Foods and Stauffer’s Cookies.

Students highlighted various pieces of artwork, 
including drawings, paintings, and photographs.

Brigit Duffy Appointed to U.S. Military Academy at West Point
Susquehannock High School senior Brigit 
Duffy accepted a nomination to attend the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point, where she will major in mechanical 
engineering with a focus on biomechanics 
and minor in Arabic.

“I was very excited to receive the appoint-
ment because my goal was to find a way to 
further my education and serve in the mili-
tary,” Duffy said. “The U.S. Military Academy 
will not only provide me with an excellent 
education, but it will also give me high qual-
ity military training as well.” 

Throughout the past year, Duffy completed 
the lengthy application process and trained 
for the physical fitness assessment. She also 
maintained her high grade point average 

(ranking third in her class) and sought out 
various leadership opportunities.

“West Point evaluates applicants based on 
three things: their academic success, leader-
ship success, and athletic success, so it was 
important that I continued to show success 
in those three areas of my life,” she said.

While a student athlete at Susquehannock, 
Duffy ran cross country and track and 
field. She also serves as the President of 
the National Honor Society, is a Link Crew 
leader, and a member of Class Council, the 
Community Service Club, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, and Stage Crew.

Following her graduation from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, Duffy plans to serve in the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Senior Rachel Miller featured her drawings, 
paintings, and a mural during the fair.

Senior Tess Clancy showcased a variety of her 
photographs.
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Elementary Schools 
Welcome Special Visitors

Shrewsbury, Friendship, and Southern Elementary Schools 
were filled with guests recently as part of Grandparents’/Special 
Relatives’ Day.

More than 1,500 special guests filled the halls and classrooms as 
they visited students, who were hard at work in each elementary 
school. The special visitors participated in activities with their 
students, like reading and math, crafts, and computer work. 
They also purchased books during the school-wide book fairs.

At Southern Elementary, 544 visitors observed their children 
at school. “It is such a fabulous time to see the partnership 
between the students’ relatives and the school,” Southern Ele-
mentary Acting Principal Dr. Kimberly Hughes said and added 
that grandparents and special relatives were able to explore 
what their grandchildren were learning and participate in their 
academic success.

At Friendship Elementary School, 471 visitors spent the day 
with their students. “Grandparents’ Day is a very special day as 
we have the opportunity to have multiple generations together, 
sharing their experiences, life’s lessons, and love of learning all 
under one roof,” Friendship Elementary Principal Beth Koontz 
said.

At Shrewsbury Elementary School, 506 visitors attended the 
event. “Our students and staff love having our grandparents and 
other special relatives come in to see all of the exciting things we 
do in school,” Shrewsbury Elementary School Acting Principal 
Mary Dankosky said.

Pat Kitzmiller, center, attended the Southern Elementary School Book Fair 
with her granddaughters, Brooke and Brianna Ruth.

Student Transportation Information
Our staff is working with First Student to develop the student transportation system for the 2016-17 school year.  As you can imag-
ine, designing a safe and efficient system that transports more than 3,000 public and private school students is a time-consuming 
process.

Elementary Students (Kindergarten to Grade 6)
Each student has a bus stop assignment that is designated to an attendance zone at Friendship Elementary School, Southern Elemen-
tary School, or Shrewsbury Elementary School. Each student must attend the elementary school located in the attendance zone 
assigned to his/her home address. You may choose a bus stop within your elementary school attendance zone. Unless we are notified 
otherwise, your child will retain his/her current bus stop assignment.          

Secondary Students (Grades 7 to 12)
Unless we are notified otherwise, all secondary students will retain their current bus stop assignment. Current sixth grade students 
will automatically be assigned to his/her current bus stop or the nearest existing secondary bus stop.

Requests to change to another existing bus stop
If you need to change the location of your child’s bus stop, please notify the Student Transportation Office prior to June 30, 2016. 
Please note that bus stop changes for the first week of school cannot be made after August 17, 2016.

Requests for a new bus stop
Requests for new bus stops must be submitted in writing to the Student Transportation Office prior to Thursday, June 30, 2016.

Audio and Video Policy
First Student aids the Southern York County School District in maintaining the safety of its students by obtaining video and audio 
recordings of all behavior on its buses. As a result, students and their parents/guardians are informed that they should not expect any 
conversations or behavior to be exempt from this recordation.

All Students
Letters notifying all students of their bus assignments will be mailed on or about August 12, 2016.  We are committed to providing all 
students with a safe and enjoyable ride to and from school. Please contact the Student Transportation Office with questions:

Doug Walters, Coordinator of Student Transportation, Southern York County School District
P.O. Box 128  Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128; 

717-235-4811, extension 7350
Doug.Walters@sycsd.org
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As part of a science project, Advanced 
Placement (AP) Environmental Science 
students have built a giant sea turtle out 
of empty disposable plastic water bottles 
as they take a stand against pollution. 
During a two week period, students col-
lected at least 600 bottles and used them 
to create the turtle. 

The students then formulated a plan to 
turn the school’s water fountains into 
water bottle fillers as a way to reduce the 
amount of plastic used throughout the 
high school. As a result, they formed vari-
ous committees for financing, marketing, 
researching, and engineering the project.

“The best way to make the school eco-
friendly was to encourage students to use 
refillable bottles rather than the dispos-
able bottles,” senior Amy Whitesell said.

Through donations from high school staff 
and local organizations, students have 
raised enough money for the installation 
of three retrofit water bottle fillers. So far, 
one unit has been installed by the school 
cafeteria and another was installed on the 
second floor near the math hallway. 

In addition, a full unit water filler will re-
place the current water fountain in the 
auditorium lobby this summer. Plans are 
also in the works for a retrofit filler to be 
installed by the board room in the Thomas 

R. Hensley District Administration Center.
The retrofit models cost about $500 and 
the full units cost about $1,200, White-
sell said. All of the money raised has been 
through outside donations and no District  
funds were used.

Each time, the fillers are used, they cal-
culate the number of water bottles saved. 
“We are currently saving 165 bottles a day, 
based on the data from the machines,” AP 
Environmental Science Teacher Barbara 
Nealon said and added that the students 
also wish to branch out to the other Dis-
trict schools.

Through this project, the students have 
formulated a plan to minimize their im-
pact on Earth, Nealon added.  

“They have done it all themselves, from 
developing a plan, conducting the re-
search, meeting with community mem-
bers, administration and the maintenance 
staff,” she said. “They worked through a 
real-life and relevant problem and found 
a solution.” 

As they finish their school year, White-
sell and her fellow Environmental Science 
students displayed their plastic sea turtle 
in the school lobby to represent the num-
ber of plastic bottles used throughout the 
building.

“In all of my years of teaching, I don’t 

think I have been more energized by a 
group of students committed to making 
a difference in the world,” Nealon said. 
“They have developed a good understand-
ing of the impact of humans on the planet. 
Each of them is ready to make a difference 
in the world outside of Susquehannock.”

The Southern York County School District 
Foundation’s Dollars for Scholars (SYC-
SDF/DFS) has been awarded a $10,000 
matching grant from Scholarship Amer-
ica, the parent organization of Dollars for 
Scholars. SYCSD is the only school district 
in Pennsylvania and one of 13 nationwide 
to be awarded the matching grant.

The matching grant will provide deserv-
ing students the opportunity to receive 
financially impactful, renewable scholar-
ships.

“Renewable, financially impactful schol-
arships that are directed to students with 
the greatest financial need will be an 
important tool to improving educational 
outcomes in our Dollars for Scholars com-
munities,” said Scholarship America’s 

President and CEO, Lauren Segal. “Our 
goal with the Dollars for Scholars Affili-
ate Matching program is to partner with 
our affiliates and their local supporters 
to build and sustain renewable scholar-
ship opportunities so that more students 
across the country can complete their 
degree or program with a reduced level of 
debt.”

In addition to receiving the $10,000 
matching grant, the Foundation will also 
receive personalized support and tools 
from Scholarship America.

For the Class of 2016, 169 scholarships 
were awarded to Susquehannock High 
School students from the SYCSDF/DFS 
program, which totaled $135,121 in 
scholarships and awards.

The scholarship program now features 
38 permanently endowed scholarships, 
which continue annually in perpetuity.

The SYCSD Foundation was organized in 
1997 as a charitable organization. While 
many school district foundations work 
only to obtain scholarship funds for the 
benefit of graduating seniors, the SYCSD 
Foundation provides giving opportuni-
ties for scholarships, projects, equipment, 
supplies, and other purposes for the ben-
efit of students in the School District.

For more information about contribu-
tions to the SYCSD Foundation’s DFS Fund, 
contact Dr. Wayne McCullough, Executive 
Director, Southern York County School Dis-
trict Foundation, at 235-4811 ext. 7274 or 
email him at wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org.

Scholarship America Awards Foundation Matching Grant
SYCSD is the Only School District in Pa and One of 13 Nationwide to Receive a $10,000 Grant

SHS Students Take Stand to Reduce Pollution

At SHS, the water bottle fillers are currently sav-
ing about 165 bottles each day.
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Fifth and sixth grade students from Southern and Friend-
ship Elementary Schools performed in the annual York 
County Elementary Choral Festival at Northern High School 
in Dillsburg. The students were chosen by recommendation 
of their choir teachers to perform in the one-day festival, un-
der the direction of Judith Shepler. The event was hosted by 
the York County Junior Honors Choir and included 192 stu-
dents from various York County school districts. 

The following fifth grade students represented Southern El-
ementary School: Cooper Davis, Charlotte Hanshew, Ava 
Holloway, Jaimalyn Robinson, Matthew O’Brien, Zakary 
Kelm, Kyle Tabak, Jocelyn Davis, Amelia Gusherowski, 
and Adia Hartman. The following sixth grade students rep-
resented Friendship Elementary School: Logan MacDougall, 
Brecken MacDougall, Matthew Cartier, Shantel Dubs,  
Sarah Murphy, Shaylin Yates, Shelby Derkosh, Cassidy 
Farmer, Kendal Gerber, and Bridget McMahon.

From Friendship Elementary School, left to right, first row – Logan 
MacDougall, Brecken MacDougall, Matthew Cartier, and Shantel 
Dubs; Second row – Sarah Murphy, Shaylin Yates, Shelby Derkosh, 
Cassidy Farmer, and Kendal Gerber; missing from picture - Bridget 
McMahon

Elementary Students Sing in Honors Choir Festival

Students Perform in Music Festival

As part of a recent fundraiser, several students at Southern Mid-
dle School rode to lunch in a limousine and also participated in a 
Putt-Putt Challenge.

Sponsored by the Southern Middle School Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Organization (PTSO), the school fundraisers help support 
student programs, field trips, and provide meals during parent 
conferences and Teacher Appreciation Week. In addition, the 
PTSO also supports scholarships for graduating seniors.

The top fundraising students rode to Shrewsbury in a limo to dine 
at Sons of Sicily for lunch and Sweet Frog for dessert. Seventh 
grade students, Diana Kelbaugh, Jason Martin, and Justin Miller 
also qualified to bring a friend to join them during the limo ride.

In addition, 39 students qualified for the Putt-Putt Challenge, 
where they attempted to sink their golf balls on a putting green. 

SMS PTSO Rewards Top 
Fundraising Students

From Southern Elementary School, left to right, first row – Cooper 
Davis and Charlotte Hanshew; Second row – Ava Holloway, Jaimalyn 
Robinson, Matthew O’Brien, and Zakary Kelm; Third row – Kyle Tabak, 
Jocelyn Davis, Amelia Gusherowski, and Adia Hartman

At left - Diana Kelbaugh, 
left, Justin Miller, center, 
and Jason Martin, right, 
were the top fundraisers and 
each brought a friend to join 
them and other students for 
a limousine ride to lunch; at 
right and top - several stu-
dents also participated in 
the Putt-Putt Challenge.
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The 10th Annual Golf Tournament has been rescheduled to July 16, 
2016 at Hickory Heights Golf Course, in Spring Grove. The event is 
co-sponsored by the Susquehannock All Sports Booster Club and 
the Susquehannock Alumni Association. Highlighting the event 
will be awards, door prizes, and an opportunity to play one of York 
County’s most challenging and well maintained courses. A silent 
auction for unique sports memorabilia and other items are also a 
part of the day.

All proceeds of this benefit will be used to help fund 24 scholarships 
for varsity athletes at Susquehannock High School and Alumni 
Association programs, including continued work on the Susquehan-
nock High School Alumni Field House. Since its inception, nearly 
$100,000 has been raised.

Registration is limited to 128 players (32 foursomes). The cost is 
$90 per person or $360 per foursome. The cost also includes a con-
tinental breakfast and hot luncheon.

For more information, contact Chuck Abbott, Susquehannock High School Athletic Director, 717-235-4811, ext. 4240, or by email, 
chuck.abbott@sycsd.org. For information on registration and hole sponsorships, click here.

School Calendar — Summer 2016
Thursday, May 26 .................................................................................................Last Day of School (Early Dismissal) for All Pupils

Thursday, May 26 ............................................................................................................................................................Commencement

Thursday, May 26 ........................................................................................................................ Elementary Report Cards Distributed

Wednesday, June 8 ..................................................................................................................................Secondary Report Cards Mailed

Monday, July 4 ................................................................................................................................................. District Offices are Closed

Wednesday, August 24 ....................................................................................................... First Day of School, Students in Grades: K-9

Thursday, August 25........................................................................................................First Day of School, Students in Grades: 10-12

Upcoming Board Meetings

Thursday, June 16 at 7:00 p.m. - Thomas R. Hensley District Administration Center

Thursday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. - Thomas R. Hensley District Administration Center

Thursday, August 18 at 7:00 p.m. - Thomas R. Hensley District Administration Center

Annual Golf  Tournament Rescheduled to July 16th

The 2016-17 school year is the ninth year of state-funded tax 
relief under the Taxpayer Relief (Act 1 of 2006). The state-funded 
tax relief available for Southern York County School District 
is $1,058,660. This money will be distributed to all approved 
homestead and farmstead properties through a tax assessment 
exclusion on the July 1, 2016 real estate tax bills. The amount of 
the reduction has declined from 2008-09 when it was $185.02, 
to the calculated rate of $178.25 for 2016-17.  This is $1.94 less 

than 2015-16. The reason for the decrease is because the alloca-
tion from the state is slightly less than last year. 

The July 1, 2016 real estate tax bills will show a separate line 
item for this reduction for properties approved as a homestead 
or farmstead. This money is a reduction in the tax bill, not paid 
as a rebate check. Please contact the District (717-235-4811, 
ext. 7300) with any questions.

Act One Update for 2016-17
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